THE KING’S STANLEY AND
LEONARD STANLEY
WITH SELSLEY MAGAZINE

FEBRUARY 2021
40p

FROM THE BAPTIST CHURCH
Here we are again, in lockdown that is. By the time this is being read the
over 80's will have had at least the first vaccination, and that programme will
work its way through the population as the year progresses. Hope is being
realised in that way.
Yet there is something strange in the air, or should I say the ether? No,
cyberspace is nearer the mark. Conspiracy theories include ideas that Covid
is not real, that it is some sort of plot, that the vaccine will change a person’s
DNA and on and on ad infinitum. That is about the limit of my knowledge of
these theories, but undaunted by this self-confessed ignorance I will carry on
to denounce these Covid related conspiracy theories.
Ignorance has two basic meanings, one is pejorative, (we might not know
what that word means so we look it up in a Dictionary). The other meaning
indicates that someone has simply ignored something, which often is a
perfectly sensible thing to do. For example, many of us have been told that
we will never achieve success in something or other, ‘give up’, ‘you’re
wasting your time’, yet we ignored them. Bob Monkhouse’s words come to
mind, ‘They laughed when I told them I wanted to be a comedian. They’re
not laughing now!’
It is in this second sense that I am perfectly content to ignore conspiracy
theories, and there is absolutely no question of not accepting the vaccine. In
this case I also remain ignorant about them in the first sense, of knowing
nothing about them. I lack knowledge because I already believe them to be
false, worthless, and dangerous.
In the end it comes down to what we believe, how we know anything, and
who and what we trust. These are interlinked. Suppose for example we
believe that a ripe banana is both yellow and edible. How do we know?
Because we have been told/learnt the name and the colour. Then we have
tried eating said banana and found it to be something we could eat.
It should be clear that if we move on to God many are content to ignore the
‘God’ possibility. How then does the believer react to this reality? One is to
warn of hell, yet what sort of God has that as a threat? Another is to point to
a source of authority (like looking something up in a dictionary). The Bible is
the go-to here, but that assumes it is some sort of text-book.
Christian believers so easily forget something really simple, they were told/
learnt about God. Hopefully it began with something like ‘God is love’, ‘Jesus
2

died to save us, and rose from the dead’. How do we ‘know’? The answer is
‘through faith’ -we cannot prove it to someone else. But we can say we have
tried the Christian life -and it works for me. Why don’t you try it for
yourself?
We could be mistaken in our belief, but our trust is based on evidence,
which is generally cumulative, which adds up. It is a mistake to stake
everything on any one of the components, such as our own experience, or
the church, or the Bible, all are fallible, incomplete. So yes, the Bible, the
Church, should be parts of the jigsaw of faith but if pressed about what
people can know about Christian faith, I would start with people we know,
or have known, who have claimed to be Christians. I would be the first to
admit that there are some false, worthless, and dangerous ‘Christians’, but
they are surely the exceptions which prove the rule.
February 17th is a significant date in the Christian calendar -Ash Wednesday,
a reminder of our frailty with the words ‘Remember you are dust’, and also
our destiny for Jesus affirmed the worth of those he encountered through
his healings, and through his teaching which could be something like, ‘not
just dust, but stardust’. Someone who says, ‘I’m dying to meet you’.
Every Blessing, Robert Draycott (Rev)
We do not expect to be able to meet for Sunday worship in the Village hall
during February. Meanwhile our weekly Mini messages can be accessed on
our facebook page, or via ksbc.org.uk

THE STROUDWATER TEAM
To keep up to date and for more details of services email
officestroudwater@gmail.com to receive a pew sheet. Use
also The Stroudwater Team Facebook page for information
and live services. Live services are on facebook Monday –
Saturday at 9:30am and at 9pm and Sundays at 6pm. A zoom Sunday
service is at 11am and followed by coffee. Please contact one of the Team
Clergy for the sign in details. Contacts are on the back page.
Coffee group: Wednesday at 10:00 for about 40 minutes on Zoom. Bring
your own tea or coffee and whatever cake or biscuits you would prefer. If
you would like to join in please email Rev Dave for the link
(tv2stroudwater@gmail.com), no need for a new meeting ID if you’ve
joined before.
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NEWS FROM ST. SWITHUN’S
Hello everyone, no apologies but we are just going to
have a quick reminisce back to Christmas and give
thanks to everyone who helped make our services go
so well. Atmospheric lighting, candles and shadows,
wonderful music from choir and organist; and
somehow the spacing between chairs left us with a
poignant reminder of all those who might have joined us if only everything
was different.
Our regular Sunday services were going well and a service at Selsley had just
got into the rota when Lockdown 3 regulations made us think carefully on
how to continue managing the service meetings safely. New guidelines were
sent out from Church of England central office which gave some lee way for
continuing or closing.
We discussed with Rev. Steve the changing situation with increased rates of
infections, ease of catching new variants our increasingly stretched health
system, - all those conversations I’m sure all of us are having. So we decided
that for everyone’s safety it would be best to close St. Swithun’s for the
time being. A decision not taken lightly, but we think its the right one for
our church circumstances.
Wet windy weather has focussed our attention on maintenance issues
around the church building.
The boundary wall recently repaired at one point is showing problems
further along and we’ve decided on mending rather than waiting for that bit
to tumble down – a stitch in time policy. Slipped tiles on the roof are always
a problem and at the west end an appreciable hole is visible. Squirrels and
jackdaws have been exploring the space, we have had a quote and are
waiting for a start date from the roofer.
Up at the cemetery underfoot is very soft and wet and areas are muddy, but
bulbs are coming up, grass will recover, the bench will dry out and it will
become a quiet place to stop and rest again. If you have Christmas wreaths
there still, now is the time to tidy them away or the churchwardens can do it
for you at the end of the month.

That’s all for now, wishing you all well
Pat and Julia
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NEWS FROM ST GEORGES CHURCH
Daily Stroudwater team services have
continued online via Facebook: Sunday
services on Zoom. Find the Stroudwater
Team Facebook page.
The church was open two days a week from 10am until 4pm: then in
November we opened the church each day from 10am until 4pm. Although
we had made plans for opening the church one Sunday per month for
services — face-masks, no communal singing, a register kept of attendance
— due to Lockdown no 3, this had to be abandoned.
But the church was floodlit for Christmas and we had an unexpected visitor:
Gloria the floating angel who brightened the church entrance over the
festival period. Our first service for many months was the First Communion
on Christmas Eve: a moving occasion with wonderful singing from the
combined choir led by John Pennington and his family.
Now we have had to stop services in our churches again. St George’s church
is open for private prayer on Wednesdays 10-4 but you can ring 01453
823172 for (nearly) instant access if you wish to go in at other times.
Pray for doctors, nurses and carers as they continue to cope with what must
seem to be an endless task. We thank them from the bottom of our hearts.
There are snowdrops in the garden, and primroses in the hedgerows.
Carolyn and Vanessa
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From The Messenger, February 2021
The Messenger is produced monthly by the diocesan Communications
Office at Church House, College Green, Gloucester, GL1 2LY. It is available
on www.gloucester.anglican.org (go to Communications and Engagement–
Publications—The Messenger)

Hanging on to love at Valentine’s Day
With lockdown in full swing, putting festivals and
celebrations on our calendars has never been so
important: Little islands of normality and opportunities
for fun that we can hang on to while everything
changes around us.
Traditionally, St Valentine’s Day has been seen as a day
for couples, but there’s so much more to it. It can also
be a chance for self-care, and love for your neighbours. It can be a focus for
our hearts, our minds and our hope and for recognising God’s love.
This Valentine’s Day, whether you are single or part of a couple, choose
love. We’re challenging you to do one thing to show love to yourself, one
thing to show love to your neighbour and one thing to show love to your
community as a whole.
You could take a bubble bath, pick some cheerful daffodils for someone
who finds themselves alone at the moment, and pick up an extra few items
in the supermarket for the foodbank. Or put on some beautiful music and
sip a hot cup of tea, send up a quick prayer for someone having a tough
time, and smile broadly at everyone you meet. Try to use February to make
a difference.

Also in this month’s The Messenger information and links on
Five ways to help you find and renew faith online in lockdown
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Podcasts
Make your Personal Shape for Living
The Bible App and The Bible Recap
How to pray
Streaming worship songs

And details of on line events and training
Monday Midday Mindfulness, Our Rural Feature, Sharing faith with Children
and Being a Christian in your school community
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01453 750999
AUDI VW SEAT SKODA SPECIALIST
•SERVICING
• REPAIRS
• DEALER LEVEL DIAGNOSTICS
• CLUTCHES
• CAM BELTS
• AUTOMATIC GEARBOX REPAIR
• MOT
• ALL MAKES AND MODELS COVERED

WWW.A1MOTORSERVICES.COM
JAMIE@A1MOTORSERVICES.COM
A1 MOTOR SERVICES, UNIT 9b RYEFORD INDUSTRIAL ESTATE STONEHOUSE GL10 3HE
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TONY CAWSTON
PIANO TUNER
All areas visited regularly

Tel:

01453 827439

M:

07754237641
e-mail:

grangecawstons@gmail.com

Love The Stanleys
A public facebook group for the
community in our two neighbouring
villages.
Lots of up to date information about
what is happening locally.
See also
The Stanleys Business/ Selling Page
This group is for anyone to buy and
sell items if their business is local to
the Stanley’s and surrounding areas.

THE MOBILE FOOT CLINIC
THE PROFESSIONAL TREATMENT
OF FOOT RELATED PROBLEMS
IN THE COMFORT OF YOUR
OWN HOME
For an appointment call Natasha on

07807 012860
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FROM THE NEWSPAPER ARCHIVES
Sourced by Bill Henley
CONFESSION OF MURDER. At the London Guildhall Herbert, of Selsley near
Stroud Gloucestershire, who said he was a stoker, was charged with having
murdered his sweetheart, at Selsley, on the 5th instant. Alexander Paterson.
301, said that at twenty minutes past eleven o'clock on the previous might he
came to him on the Holborn Viaduct and said that he wished to give himself up.
Witness asked him what for, and he replied that if he took him to the station
house he would say. Witness refused to take him until he told him what for. The
prisoner took a knife from his pocket, and said, " I did it with this." He asked
him what he had done, and he replied that he had stabbed a young woman at
Selsley, in Gloucestershire. He then took him to the Snow-hill Station, where he
saw the inspector on duty. Inspector Carter said that when the prisoner was
brought to the station, the constable repeated what he had said to him.
Witness told him that be had heard what had been said about his confession of
murder, and be replied, "Yes, it is too true." He then made a statement, which
was taken down in writing, and he (Inspector Carter) read it over to him, when
he said it was quite correct, and signed it. The statement was as follows :
" About 7.30 p.m. on Saturday, the 5th inst., I met Annie Mills in the Pen
Woods. We had a few high words. I was jealous, and I stabbed her with my
pocket knife (produced), and then pushed her into a ditch. I then took train
from Stonehouse to Bristol. I stopped at Bristol until Tuesday, and then walked
to London. I came into London to-day at three o'clock by way of Hammersmith,
and have been wandering about town ever since, and I could not stand it any
longer, and I then gave myself up. (Signed) GEORGE HERBERT". The above
statement was made and signed in his presence. He telegraphed to the
superintendent of police at Stroud, who replied that no report of a murder
having been committed had reached him, but that be would make inquiries and
write. He asked the prisoner if her friends would miss her, and he said he
thought not, for they might think that she had come to London with him. Sir
Andrew Lusk: Do you still adhere to your statement? Prisoner : I do. The
prisoner was then remanded.
The statement of Herbert has turned out be a complete hoax. The girl Annie
Mills, whom he pretended have murdered, was engaged on Wednesday at her
usual work, at the cloth factory Messrs Apperley and Co., Dudbridge. It appears
that Herbert, who is 20 years of age, and has been employed as stoker under
his father, who the engine driver at Apperleys Mills, has been in the habit of
leaving his home, and he last went off Saturday night, and nothing more was
heard of him until he made his pretend “confession” in London. The last time
the girl saw him was on the previous Wednesday and he promised to meet her
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the following Sunday, but of course did not do so, and she was told on
Saturday that her young man had gone off by railway. The theory of the local
police to account for this stupid self-accusation is that Herbert had spent all his
money, and was unable to return, and that he adopted this plan the hope of
being sent back home at the public expense.
Weston Mercury Saturday 19 June 1880
CHARGE OF ARSON AT CIRENCESTER. George Herbert, (the young fellow who a
few days since in London created a sensation by the confession of an alleged
murder at Selsley, (Stroud), is in custody and under remand charged with
setting fire to a small straw rick and doing damage the amount of £3 . About six
o'clock on Friday night Mr W. Boulton, farmer, of Duntisbourne House while
walking over his farm, saw one rick half-a-dozen in flames. Calling assistance
he hurried off to the scene, from which they saw walking away young man.
One of the labourers went after and overtook the stranger, who consented to
return. It alleged that in the course of a little conversation, the young fellow
said guessed they thought had set fire to the straw and that if so they were
quite right, for had just done it. He consented to go to Mr Boulton's
farmhouse, and was there detained until the arrival of the police from
Cirencester, by whom be was removed custody. When formally charged the
prisoner gave the name George Herbert. He has been remanded till Monday.
He formerly lived in .
Swindon Advertiser and North Wilts Chronicle Monday 12 July 1880
THE CHILD MURDER SELSLEY. Mrs. Ponting, wife of Wm. Ponting, who is in
Gloucester Prison awaiting trial the charge of murdering bis grandchild at
Selsley, as reported by us last week, remains in Stroud Hospital, under
treatment for the injuries to her head inflicted by her husband. As erysipelas
appeared it was thought she might not recover, and that her deposition had
better be taken. But in reply to Mr. A. B. Ellicott, the magistrate who attended
on Tuesday morning for the purpose, and asked the customary question, she
said she did not believe she was going to die. This reply dispensed with the
necessity for taking her statement, which legally would have been of little
value owing to the absence of the accused. But during the afternoon of
Tuesday William Ponting was conveyed by road from Gloucester Prison to
Stroud Hospital, which was reached between four and five o’clock. Mr. J. T.
Stanton was the magistrate present. As the accused was taken into the ward
his wife turned and said, ‘‘That’s my husband William.” The surgeon was asked
whether the patient was unlikely to recover, but in view of the improvement in
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Her condition during the day was unable to say that such was his opinion.
However, it was deemed desirable to take down in writing what Mrs. Ponting
could say on the subject, and this was done. When told that he was at liberty to
ask questions of his wife as to the charge she had made, Ponting made his way
nearly to the bedside of his wife and muttered that he was not sensible when it
happened. Mrs. Ponting, with a view to helping him, said you want to ask me
any questions ? but Ponting only reiterated that he was not sensible when it
happened. As Ponting was leaving the room his wife audibly prayed for him.
Subsequently the accused was formally remanded until the 30th inst., and
removed again to Gloucester.
Gloucestershire Chronicle Saturday 26 December 1891
THE SELSLEY TRAGEDY. ADJOURNED INQUEST ON THE CHILD. VERDICT OF
WILFUL MURDER AGAINST PUNTING. Mr A. J. Morton Ball held an adjourned
inquest at the Stroud Hospital on Tuesday morning last on the body of Edith
Florence Ponting (the illegitimate child of Hannah Maria Ponting) who died on
Dec. 12th from injuries received at Selsley on the same day. Having intimated to
the Coroner and Jury the proceedings that had been taken and would be taken
by the police, with regard to William Ponting, the grandfather of the deceased
child, Supt. Nehemiah Philpott was sworn. He deposed: On Saturday, the 12th of
the present month, at about 2 o'clock p.m., an information was brought to the
station of a man having assaulted his wife at Selsley Hill. I sent a constable to
Selsley, at once with instructions. At 9 o'clock the same day, in the evening, I
found that the constable (P.C. Hoskins) had not returned to the station. Just as I
was making enquiries for him, I received information from the Stroud Hospital
that a child named Edith Florence Ponting, granddaughter of William Ponting,
had died at that institution from injuries received. I went immediately to "The
Castle" at Selsley Hill, where I saw Ponting lying on a bed in the kitchen. The
constable, and Ponting's son (Geo. Edward Ponting) and another man were
there. I made inquiries, and as far as I could I placed Ponting under arrest, and
ordered Hoskins to remain with him the whole of the night. I was at the cottage
for about twenty minutes, and during the whole of that time the man did not
move or speak. He was lying stretched out on his back and he appeared as if he
were dead. I spoke to him but he made no answer. I returned to Stroud and
asked Mr Davies (Messers Wethered and Davies) to see Ponting at once. On the
following Tuesday I had Ponting conveyed to the police station at Stroud and
brought him before Mr J T Stanton on the charge of murdering his grand
daughter, and he was remanded. The only words he said before the magistrate
were “ I can’t remember a thing about it” and this he repeated several times.
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The Coroner, Jury, Mr Philpott, and reporters then proceeded to the sick ward
in the Hospital in which Mrs Ponting to was lying. The injured woman, who sat
up in bed and whose head was bandaged, answered the Coroner's questions for
the most part quite readily, though at times she appeared to have difficulty in
speaking. She deposed: lam the wife of William Ponting, gardener, of Selsley. I
have been married for 22 years. Three weeks before we were married my
husband told me he had been in an asylum. During the whole of the time we
have lived together we had no upsets, and he has always been a kind and good
husband. His health was pretty good, and he had no return of anything like
insanity ; and he has never been subject to fits. He was a very steady and sober
man. Nothing had happened lately to upset him. He was not the least upset at
my daughter's trouble, and he always liked to have her at home. The Jury
returned a verdict of “Wilful Murder” against Ponting, and the coroner
accordingly issued a warrant for committal on the capital charge to the Assizes.
Stroud News and Gloucestershire Advertiser Friday 01 January 1892
THE SELSLEY TRAGEDY. PRISONER FOUND INSANE. When the Court resumed
after the usual interval for luncheon the first prisoner who was put up for trial
was William Ponting (51), labourer, who was indicted for the wilful murder of
his granddaughter, Edith Florence Ponting, at Kings Stanley in January last, and
also with attempting to kill and murder his wife, Drusciilla Ponting, at the same
place and at the same time. The Clerk of Arraigns asked the prisoner if he knew
what he was charged with, or if he was aware of the accusation against him, but
getting no reply he asked him if he heard what was being said to him, but still
the prisoner did not reply. Mr. Amphlett and Mr. Atlay appeared to prosecute
on behalf of the Crown. Mr. Amphlett, in opening the case, said that from
reports which had been made to him there was a certain preliminary matter
which would have to be considered by the jury before considering the offence
with which the prisoner was charged. That preliminary was to decide whether
the prisoner at the bar was able to plead to the charge preferred against him.
The jury found the prisoner to be of an unsound state of mind, and the Judge
ordered him to be confined during her Majesty's pleasure.
Gloucester Citizen Friday 04th March 1892

12

South West
Buildings

Woodchester Valley Village
“The Cotswold retirement
village for active people”

and landscape supplies
Barn Nurseries, Standish
GL10 3DL
Sheds, Summerhouses, Paving,
Aggregates, Fencing, Compost,
Stoneware
Affordable Quality Buildings
Open 7 days a week
Mon-Fri 9-5, Sat-Sun 10-4
Steven Bartlett 07368187235
swbuildings@btinternet.com

Thinking of changing your life style, find
freedom and friends and security in your
retirement.
2-4 bedroom houses;
1 to 3 bedroom apartments.
Lively community activities. Beautifully
landscaped gardens and ponds.
Adjacent to NT Woodchester Park.
Call us on 01453837700 or visit
woodchestervalleyvillage.co.uk
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Crown Mews | Bath Road | King’s Stanley | Stonehouse | Gloucestershire | GL10 3JG
( Telephone No: 01453 822 409 | * Email: Funerals@Allen-White.co.uk
www.Allen-White.co.uk.
An independent funeral service providing personal care to the
surrounding community.
We are here to care for you in your time
of need and offer a 24-hours a day, 365
days a year service.
Pre-paid funeral plans available, with
good honest advice given.

Carpet and Upholstery Cleaning Specialists
High power truck mount
Ultra fast drying times
Environmentally friendly
Removes 99% of stains
High temp-sterilises carpet
Improves air quality
Removes dust mites
Fully insured
Professional and trustworthy

Barden Clean
CALL NOW
Michael Denley
01453 752893 Mobile 07541 002 891
md@bardenclean.co.uk
www.bardenclean.co.uk
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John Wace
Antique Furniture Restoration
(30 years’ experience)

I also upcycle kitchens, furniture, doors and windows
Beards Mill End, Leonard Stanley
01453 791848 or 07989 473538
A-Z AERIALS

Est 1970

Digital Aerials - Satellite :: Extra Sky & TV Points Installed
Freesat Free HD Channels with no subscription
Call for monthly Sky offers
Try us first

Special OAP rates

Tel: 01453 890022 Mobile 07813 797386
www.azaerials.co.uk E-mail azaerials@gmail.com

W i cke d We d n e s d a y s
M OTs £ 2 9 . 5 0
On any Wednesday with this voucher (subject to availability)

Volkswagen & Audi Centre making engines purr !
Located behind the Texaco Garage, Stonehouse. GL10 2PS

BOOK NOW! 01453 822855
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DIARY PAGE a reminder of what is usually on in our villages!
CHILDREN & YOUNG PEOPLE (all term time only)
Baby Ballet

Mon 9.30am
Sat 9.15am

Selsley Scout HQ

Miss Leanne 07462543496

Brownies

Tues 6pm

K/S Village Hall

Anita Nelmes 823115

Moo Music
(for Toddlers)

Tues 12.30-2pm

K/S Village Hall

Jess Hiles 07470485423

Selsley Beavers

Tues 5.30pm

Selsley Scout HQ

rogerbmills@googlemail.com

Selsley Cubs

Tues 7pm

Selsley Scout HQ

Tim McClune 826385

Selsley Scouts

Thurs 6.30pm
Fri 7pm

Selsley Scout HQ

Steve Jackson 827962

Supastrikers

Thurs 1-3pm

K/S Village Hall

Donna.superstrikers@gmail.com

Time for Tots

Thurs 10-11.30

St George’s
Church, K/S

Pat Savage 822996

Toddler Group

Weds 10am

L/S Village Hall

Claire Collins 821673

HEALTH & FITNESS
Bootcamp

Tues 6pm

L/S Village Hall

Jeremy Bingham
fitbing@hotmail.co.uk

Dance Fitness

Mon 9.45-10.30 am

K/S Village Hall

Fitness Pilates

Mon 10.45-11.45am
Fri 9.45-10.45am

K/S Village Hall

Keep Fit

Tues 10.15—11.30am

K/S Village Hall

Short Mat Bowls

1st & 3rd Weds 7pm

K/s Village Hall

Martin Stockwell 762795

Weds 9.30-12

L/S Scout Hut

Jim Morgan 822106

Slimming World

Thurs 9.30am

K/S Village Hall

Lisa Bennett 07791626198

Tai Chi

Thurs 2pm

L/S Village Hall

Claire Bader 07786003993

alisonholding@hotmail.com
07583633787

YOGA
Hatha Yoga

Mon 9.30am
Tues 7.30pm

L/S Village Hall

Bridgette@bsunman.co.uk
07879895991
See page 27

Joy of Yoga class

Thurs 10am

Selsley Scout HQ

Amanda 753635

Kishori Yoga Class

Fri 10am

Selsley Scout HQ

Elles 07815552952

Yoga

Mon 5.30pm

K/S Village Hall

Amy West 07472191278

Yoga

Tues & Fri 9.30am
Weds 8pm

L/S Village Hall
L/s School

Carol Maguire 791484
See page 22
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MUSIC/DANCE/DRAMA/FILM

Cotswold Area
Music makers

Weds 7pm

Film Club

3rd Sat 9.45am

Frome Valley
Handbell Ringers

Tues 7.30pm

The Nursery, King’s
Stanley

Sue Page 826410

Just Jive

Mon 7pm
Sun 2pm
Last Tues 7.30pm
(not Aug or Dec)
Tues 12.30-1.30pm

K/S Village Hall
L/S Village Hall
K/S Village Hall

Jim Hannaway 752842
Sarah Vernon 07909536329
Sue Walshaw 545811

King’s Stanley
Band
Line Dancing

Selsley Scout HQ

Karina & Kath Wyndow
750603
L/S Village Hall

L/S Village Hall

Julie Cole 752480
jollystompersjulie@hotmail.com

MVS Drama
School
Stanley Players
Stanley Singers

Thurs 5.30pm
(term time)
Thurs 8pm
Mon 7.30pm

K/S Village Hall

Mandy Smith 07956317365

K/S Village Hall
Stonehouse Baptist
Church
King’s Stanley
Sports Club

Bill Parry 452783
M.Donavan 759448

Stanley
Strummers
Ukelele Group

Tues 7.15—9pm

St Swithun’s
Bellringers

Thurs 7.30pm

Leonard Stanley
Church

Richard Page 826410

Wycliffe Choral
Society

Tues 7.45—9.30pm
Term time Sept-May

Wycliffe
Preparatory School

Rosemary Robinson 834356

Tony Pritchard
tonygoruy@live.co.uk

SOCIAL/COFFEE CLUBS
Coffee Morning

1st Sat 10.15—12

L/S Village Hall
(Social Club)
St Swithun’s Church, L/S

Pat Hearne 823728
pat.hearne@sky.com

Coffee Pot

1st & 3rd Tues 10am(not
January)

Coffee Shop

Mon, Weds & Fri
9am—2pm

Friends of Selsley

Last Weds 2.30pm

Selsley Scout HQ

Joyce Watkins 822528

Friendship Group

2nd Mon 2pm

L/S Village Hall

Pat Hearne 823728

Knit & Knatter

Mon 9.45—12

King’s Stanley Social Club

D.Harris 827622

L/S Women’s
Fellowship

Weds 2.30pm
(fortnightly)

L/S Village Hall
(Social Club)

Ann Vale 822435

FAB Club

1st & 3rd Mon 6.30pm

Selsley Scout HQ

Zoe
sullivan.a1@sky.com

Tuesday Troopers

Tues 2.30pm
(alt weeks)

Baptist Church at
K/S Village Hall

Margaret Cawston
827439

King’s Stanley Sports Club
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AND MORE from the Diary Pages
Art Workshop

Thurs 9.30am

L/S Village Hall

Sue Durston 823260

Dog Training
See page 22

Mon & Thurs 5—7pm

L/S Village Hall

Julie Cull 07487710767

Patchwork

Weds 10-3pm

K/S Village Hall

Jean Hunt 826044

Selsley Gardening Club

1st Thurs 7.30pm

Selsley Scout HQ

Margaret Fedrick 823224

Stonehouse Rotary
Club

Weds 7pm

The George
Frocester

Derek Rogers 01452 740883

Wine Circle

Last weds 7.30pm

L/S Village Hall

Phil Bischler 828206

derekrogers@btinternet.com

Other VILLAGE ORGANISATIONS AND CONTACTS
Book Club

Pat Savage

822996

Brownies L/S
S.Slocombe
Stroud District Ring & Ride Voluntary Car Service
District Councillor
Nigel Studdert-Kennedy

828717
767771
821491

District Councillor

Steve Lydon

824674

Friends of L/S School

Jo Byrne

822911

Hedgehog/Wildlife Warden

C.Deuten

823871

K/S Cricket Club

Keith Atkinson

07824422515

K/S Football Club/Sports Club

Roger Bassett

07970323663

K/S Village Hall

Pam Culver

821153

L/S Allotments
L/S Village Fair

Ann Connett
Maggie Mukasa

826219
822318

L/S Village Hall

Kamilya

07849 644324

Marling Close Trust

Pam Jenkinson

828937

K/S Parish Council

Carmel Ponsford

L/S Parish Council

Irene Litton

K/S Playgroup

kingsstanleypg@gmail.com

Neighbourhood Warden

Carol Novoth

Royal British legion

Ladies J.Edwards
Mens T.Baker

Selsley Community Group

selsleycommunitygroup@gmail.com

Selsley Cricket Club

Susan Edwards

764745

Selsley Scout Group

Roger Mills GSL

350559

Selsley Scout Hut bookings

J.Shankland

822816

Stanleys Conservatives

Lucy Chubb

822827

The Stanleys Labour Party

j.prewett@gmail.com

L/S Twinning Association

Delores Merrett

clerk@kspc.org.uk
822287
754512/ 07970250343
825276
766734

823578

18

DOG TRAINING

HILLSIDE DECORATING

AT LEONARD STANLEY
VILLAGE HALL
MONDAY & THURSDAY

PAINTING/PLASTERING
DECORATING

EVENINGS
Classes for puppies/beginners,
beginners/intermediate and
intermediate/advanced

SKIMMING OVER ARTEX
PAPER HANGING

One to One classes, Puppy Pre-school
Home Visits and Group Bookings
also available

FREE ESTIMATES

If interested please contact

call NATHAN HANNAN

Five Valleys Dog Training School
07487710767

07880 852 712

fivevalleysdogtrainingschool@btinternet.com

Email: nlhannan@hotmail.co.uk

For details of how to
advertise in this
magazine see page 28

Yoga Classes
Leonard Stanley & Eastington.
Regular morning & evening classes.
All abilities welcome.
For further details please contact:
Carol Maguire 01453 791484
07814 341092
caroline.maguire2@btinternet.com
carolmaguire.co.uk
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Are you being scammed?
Citizens Advice Stroud & Cotswold
has the following advice
•

Be suspicious if you are contacted out of the blue, even if it’s from a
name you recognise
•
If it sounds too good to be true it probably is
•
Never give out your bank details unless you are certain you can
trust the person contacting you, although a scammer can sound
trustworthy
•
Don't respond to requests to make a bank transfer to a safe account
•
Don’t be rushed – you never need to make a decision straight away
and if you feel pressured say “no”, hang up the phone, or close the
door
•
Your bank will never ask for your full PIN number or password over
the phone
•
Your bank will only use the last four digits on your card
•
You may be asked to log onto your bank account via a link they will
send you - do not do this
•
HMRC and TV Licensing will not email or text you about refunds or
rebates, nor ask you for personal details
•
Never click on links included in suspicious emails
•
To check whether an email is genuine click on the arrow on the
sender's email address, if it shows a personal email address or one
which looks unusual be suspicious
•
If you receive an email or text which you feel is suspicious open a
new tab and do a search
•
Look out for poor grammar or spelling
•
Be suspicious of organisations which do not use your name
You can register your landline with the Telephone Preference Service by
calling 0345 070 0707.
Talk to your phone provider to see what privacy services and call-blocking
services are available. These services aren’t always free but are useful in
ensuring any call coming through is from a trusted or known source.
To check if something might be a scam and for further information go to
our
website
www.citizensadvice.org.uk/consumer/scams/check-ifsomething-might-be-a-scam/ Or call us on 0808 800 0510 or 0808 800
0511 Monday to Friday 10am - 4pm – one of our friendly advisers will be
able to help you.
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Help needed with employment
problems during
Covid pandemic
Please let anyone with difficulties know that we are able to offer advice by
Freephone and email, but sadly as yet, not face to face contact.
Unfortunately, the number of enquiries about Employment problems has
soared over the last 10 months. Many people have needed advice on
whether they are entitled to furlough pay, how this is calculated, and
whether they might be able to claim Universal Credit in addition.
Redundancy is also a big issue and many have concerns about how they will
get a redundancy payment if their employer is unable to pay it.
The reason so many people need further help to understand the system is
shown in the following example.
Mrs D was managing by having 2 jobs, this meant that in lockdown her
income came from a mixture of paid work and furlough payments. It got
further confused by a change in the National Minimum Wage during this
time which gave her a small increase. She was then offered redundancy
from one job, and again it was important to be aware of the calculation of
her redundancy pay, and any other payments which she might be due.
Finally, she needed to know if she had any entitlement to Universal Credit to
boost her income.
Being uncertain of how she would be able to manage and what action she
should consider, understandably caused Mrs D great anxiety.
By having these payments calculated and explained to her by our adviser
meant that she was able to make informed decisions and became able to
cope with her situation.
We also advise on a whole range of other employment issues. The knock-on
effects of job loss can cause financial as well as relationship and housing
difficulties.
For help with any of these issues contact Stroud Citizens Advice on
Freephone: 0808 800 0510 or 0808 800 0511 Monday to Friday 10 am to 4
pm.
Or Email: https://www.citizensadvice-stroudandcotswold.org.uk/stroudcab-email-advice.php
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Ray Lagden
Motoring School

Church Street
Kings Stanley
Stonehouse
Gloucestershire
GL10 3HT
Tel:01453 822540
Fax:01453 828277

Driving success in
the Stanleys for over
25 years

Home: 01453 823142
Mobile: 07866 459309

E-mail:office@dangerfieldbakery.com
visit us at:www.dangerfieldbakery.com

D R TILING
CERAMIC, PORCELAIN, NATURAL STONE
AND UNDER-FLOOR HEATING
Kitchens, bathrooms, conservatories, all aspects of tiling
FREE ESTIMATES AND ADVICE
TRADE ENQUIRIES WELCOME

01453 827770

Ebley Property Services Ltd
(EPS)
65 Orchard Road, Ebley, Stroud, Gloucestershire, GL5 4TZ
01453 824077 - 07576917779
stevesweetland@outlook.com

Plumbing - Heating - Electrical - Maintenance - Renewables
Ebley Property Services Limited (EPS) offer a wide range of services, Plumbing,
Heating and electrical installations, covering Domestic, Commercial and
agricultural properties around Stroud and surrounding areas.
Plumbing - from dripping taps to full bathroom and heating systems.
Electrical – from adding an external socket to complete rewires. Testing and
inspecting.
Fully Insured & Electrical installation registered with NAPIT 27284
Quotations are free and totally non-obligation, so you can call us in confidence
on 07576917779 or 01453 824077 or email stevesweetland@outlook.com
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KINGS STANLEY SPORTS CLUB
Tel: 01453828975
(Next to Village Hall)
Membership open to all
Preferential drinks prices for members
Function room (suit small parties)
Free monthly members draw on last
Sunday of the month
Free live entertainment & discos on
planned dates
Sky and BT Sports on large screen TV’s
Darts Teams
Pool Table
Free WiFi
Disabled toilets
Secretary:- Roger Bassett
Tel. 07970323663

KINGS STANLEY VILLAGE HALL
The perfect setting for your wedding,
private party, club celebration or
corporate event.
An up-to-date venue with modern
catering facilities, well-stocked bar
and disabled access.
www.kingsstanleyvillagehall.org.uk
email:
ksvhbookings@gmail.com
tel: 01453 821153

LEONARD STANLEY
VILLAGE HALL
Beautiful Traditional Recently
Refurbished Hall for Hire
Comprising of a main hall plus an additional function room with
skittle alley. There is also a bar subject to availability. The
perfect venue for birthday parties, wedding receptions, family
occasions and regular classes. Seating capacity approximately
70. Large kitchen, disabled access and brand new toilets.
Please contact Penny at lsvillagehall@gmail.com

or 07849 644324
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GARDENING IN FEBRUARY
Welcome to the start of another year’s worth of
Gardening Advice. There is nothing so consistent as the
inconsistency of the British Weather, and comparing one
year’s Gardening Advice with another is a waste of time. You will recall that
last winter was a pretty mild one, with minimal frost, so that some
wondered if too many pests and diseases would escape winter chill. Not so
this year, and there is still a lot of winter to come. There is plenty of time
to catch up with pruning roses and fruit trees, they won’t be going
anywhere. However, try to snatch pruning-sessions during milder spells, so
that it doesn’t pile up too much, but don’t be too hasty about clearing dead
growth from borders – it looks messy, but protects young growth from
frosty winds.
I do hope you have been studying the seed and plant catalogues. Spending
a cold or wet evening perusing the lists, making plans, and filling in the
orders with the eternal optimism that we are blessed with, is time well
spent. However disastrous the previous season was, the next one will be
better, as of course, we learn by our mistakes! Now is a good time to
reassess your borders and general layout of the garden. On a mild day,
when you can get outside, if you are not happy with a planting scheme, or
other arrangement, note down ideas on paper, as plans in the head often
get forgotten.. Looking at pictures in books does help, as you get ideas
which you can then adapt to your requirements. If the thought of serious
work in the borders is too daunting, consider hiring a day’s help from one of
the gardening firms that advertise locally, when allowed, of course. You
need to be quite sure of what you want doing first, and choose the right sort
of person. The enthusiasm and incentive of an experienced person to work
with, is worth the expense. Looking at other people’s gardens is great,
especially the ordinary sort of garden, rather than grand ones, and I for one,
will be looking forward to garden visits, where planting ideas can be
borrowed.
I am sure there will be casualties from this cold weather, but don’t be too
hasty about digging up stuff that looks like a goner. Leave any that you are
not sure about even until early June, then if it is definitely dead, take it
out. It is surprising how growth often appears around the base of a plant,
when the main stem looks dead. An instance of this occurred here, some
time back, a nice blue Salvia Patens, which is really half-hardy, got left in the
ground at the end of the autumn, I had taken some cuttings, so its loss
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would not have been a disaster, but round about May, new growth
appeared, and it flourished. The demise of some old stager, sad though it
may be, especially if it is a reminder of some old friend, will be a good
reason to get something new. Gardens can’t stand still, and change is
inevitable.
So, here’s to lengthening days and the new season to come!
gardening!

Good

Kate Clowes - Plantswoman & Professional Gardener
01453 822157
Border Care: Planting, weeding & pruning
Border Designs: Revamp & rejuvenate existing borders or plan
& design new borders
Garden Advice: Advice on maintenance of borders, wildlife friendly
or pet friendly gardens. Fruit & vegetable gardening. Soil improvement
Lessons: To build your confidence in all aspects of gardening
I am RHS qualified, fully insured, & DBS checked.
I offer a friendly, no jargon service to meet your requirements.
www.kateclowes.co.uk

Bath Road, Eastington, Stonehouse,
GL10 3AY
01453 823655
www.eastingtonfarmshop.co.uk

Open Weds—Sat 9-5 ,Sun 10—1
We are taking orders for collection
and delivery please see our website
for details or ring.
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GLOUCESTERSHIRE’S FINE ART AUCTIONEERS

Free auction valuations
Regular fine art & antiques sales
ELECTRICAL & SECURITY

Insurance & probate valuations

INFO@KIBLEC.CO.UK

01452 344499

07912 031596

enquiries@chorleys.com

www.kiblec.co.uk

www.chorleys.com
PRINKNASH ABBEY PARK
GLOUCESTERSHIRE

GL4 8EU

YEW TREE STORES
High St, King’s Stanley
01453 822094
Newspapers, magazines,
stationery, cards, sweets,
drinks and chocolates
See facebook for latest offers
and any changes to opening
times
Opening hours
Mon—Sun 6am-1pm
Newspaper & magazine
deliveries in King’s Stanley,
Leonard Stanley, Selsley,
Frocester, Stanley Downtown
and Bridgend.
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KING’S STANLEY & SELSLEY TRUST
Kings Stanley & Selsley Trust has donated £3950 to the
Primary Schools in King's Stanley and Leonard Stanley to
support children to access school lessons where they don't
have access to IT equipment in their homes.
The Trust is also accepting applications and the trust
offers help to people who live within the parish boundaries of St George’s,
King’s Stanley, or All Saints’, Selsley, who are suffering financial difficulty.
All applications are confidential. The trustees consider grant applications
anonymously; only our clerk will know the identity of the applicant. You
may ask for help to make your application. Applicants must be aged 18 or
over; applications for those under 18 should be made by a parent, carer,
guardian, or a local charity. All applications are confidential. The trustees
consider grant applications anonymously; only our clerk will know the
identity of the applicant. You may ask for help to make your
application. Applicants must be aged 18 or over; applications for those
under 18 should be made by a parent, carer, guardian, or a local charity.
Examples of grants that will be considered:
● Clothing and footwear
● Furniture
● Funeral expenses
● Helping you start work
● Mobility aids
• Respite care

This is not an exclusive list – we know that people can face financial
difficulties for many different reasons. Grants will generally be made on a
one-off basis so are not likely to be ongoing.
Information about the Trust is available on our website or from the clerk, by
post, email or telephone. Contact Details Clerk to the Trustees, King’s
Stanley and Selsley Trust, c/o Inglenook, Pitchcombe, Stroud, GL6 6LN
email: clerk@ksst.org.uk

tel: 07902 196409

www.ksst.org.uk
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ABOUT THE MAGAZINE
This month the magazine is again available on line and via email. We much appreciate
Leonard Stanley Parish Council and Selsley Community Group helping to make it freely
available on line.. Thank you for the positive feedback we’ve had about the online
edition .
If you would like to receive the magazine via email please contact us—see below.
Unfortunately current covid advice is that we should not resume home deliveries or
collect subscriptions for the magazine from people’s homes. We are however now
able to print the magazine for sale from Yew Tree Stores in King’s Stanley. Please let
anyone you know who would like to read the magazine but is not able to access it
online.
Articles should be sent to the editors by email: stanselmag@btinternet.com or phone
Clare on 826565, our deadline is usually the 15th. While mostly available on line this is
extended and varies each month, so please contact us and we may be able to include
your article or notice if space is available. Please note that articles do not represent the
opinions of the editors only that of the writer. Anonymous items will not be included. Art
work and local photographs can also be sent. All are included at the discretion of the
editors.
The magazine is published eleven times throughout the year on a monthly basis, with
December and January being a combined issue. It is available by subscription and in PreCovid times was delivered to your home (£4 for 11 issues) by contacting Pat Savage
(822996) in Leonard Stanley, Liz Gardiner (764798) in Selsley and Middleyard and Clare
Cheney in Kings Stanley (826565) or you can contact us by email. The magazine costs 40p
where sold individually, copies are available from Yew Tree stores .
Usually, ie when we can print and deliver the magazine, help with deliveries and with
collating the magazine is always welcome. Collation i.e. sorting, stapling and folding is on
either the 3rd or 4th Tuesday of the month (at 10.30 at St George’s and St Swithun’s
churches). Please contact the editors if you would like to join us .
We try to ensure that items in the What’s On and Parish Information sections are correct
before going to print but details can change. Advertising for village organisation’s and
charity fundraising events is free of charge. For enquiries about all other advertisements
please contact the editors for details. Advertisements are charged for the full year, the
costs being £25 for an eighth of a page, £50 for a quarter page . Advertising is sold in good
faith and the editors can take no responsibility for the quality of goods or services offered.
Many thanks also to all those who contribute to the magazine and to those who have
continued to ause it to dvertise their businesses.
Roy and Clare, Editors Contact us by emailing stanselmag@btinternet.com
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G&R WATSON Plumbing Services
The small job specialist

• Taps
• Toilets
• Showers
• Radiators

•
•
•
•

Ball Valves
Cylinders/Immersions
Leak detection
Emergency repairs

Best rates, reliable and responsive

Call Chris 07836264583 Chriswatsonplumber247@gmail.com

Field Pet Services
Dog Walking - regular walks available for well socialised dogs

Cat Feeding - cats fed in your own home,
curtains opened/closed, plants watered etc
Call Suzy on 07966 306 549
www.fieldpetservices.co.uk
LYNDON HARRIS
PLUMBING & HEATING ENGINEER

Installation of OIL and GAS boilers :: Pressurised Cylinders
CENTRAL HEATING systems :: BATHROOMS completely refurbished
Routine plumbing tasks :: GAS SAFE registered, fully insured
20 YEARS trade experience
12 Victoria Drive, Eastington
01453 821559 / 07966 750137
lyndonharris@live.co.uk

ALI MCBRIDE - LOCAL SEAMSTRESS
Specialising in bespoke bridal and occasion wear
Full alteration & repair service on any garment or soft furnishings
High quality, friendly service at competitive rates

Contact me on 07957 550240 0r ali@hitchedinvintage.co.uk
www.hitchedinvintage.co.uk

www.facebook.com/hitchedinvintage
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FROM LEONARD STANLEY PARISH COUNCIL
The Council wishes to reassure all those residents
who are still shielding or need extra assistance that
we are still here for you. If you need help or wish
to volunteer please contact
The Clerk on 822287 or email clerk@leonardstanley-pc.gov.uk . The Council
will also continue to work with Kings Stanley Parish Council and Leonard
Stanley School for the benefit of our communities.

Please checkout the Councils website which is kept up to date with the
latest news and information at www.leonardstanley-pc.gov.uk .
www.kspc.org.uk
Email - clerk@kspc.org.uk
Parish Clerk - Carmel Ponsford
If any body needs any help or would like to volunteer please contact
Carmel on 0749806697 or by emailing kspcclerk@gmail.com
See also Kings Stanley Parish Council facebook page

THE STANLEYS CHAT GROUP
Missing your friends – fancy a chat? The Stanleys Chat Group – will ‘meet’
again on Monday 22nd February 2021 – everyone is welcome.
We use Zoom but don’t worry if you don’t have a computer, smart phone or
tablet you can still partake by using a landline phone – you simply ring the
number and you can listen to everyone else and speak and they will hear
you – works better than you think!
If you would like to join in but have questions then please feel free to ring
Irena on 822287 (before 6pm), who will be happy to help.
There is no fee and no catch. Monday 22nd February 2021 at 1.30pm and
the sign in details can be found at www.leonardstanley-pc.gov.uk (any issues please contact Irena on 822287 who will try to assist).
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POST OFFICE
In Midcounties Coop Store
King’s Stanley High Street
Mon-Sat 7.30 – 22.00
Sun 9.00-21.00

SERVICES
Stamps, Postal Orders, Parcels
Online Returns, Catalogue Returns
One for all Gift cards
Euro service available in store to buy
Other foreign currency available to
order next day availability if ordered
before 1pm (not including weekend)
Parcel Force Service available
(UK and International )
Deposit Cash and Cheques service
(all high street banks accepted)
Cash withdrawal service
We look forward to being of service
to you and thank you for your
custom and support

Need to contact your Stroud District
Councillor ?
Cllr Steve Lydon
Marsh Court
Marsh Road
Leonard Stanley
GL10 3NG
Email stevelydon1@gmail.com
Tel. 01453 824674, 07748 328061

RECYCLING SITE AT HORSLEY
Open 10-4, closed Wednesdays
Prebooked visits only
www.gloucestershirerecycles.com/
household-recycling-centres-hrcs/car-and
-van-bookings-for-hrc-visits/
Recycling, Rubbish and Food Waste
Wednesday Collections
Recycling & Food Waste

3rd Feb

17th Feb

Rubbish & Food Waste

10th Feb 24th Feb

COMMUNITY CONNEXIONS

STROUD DISTRICT RING & RIDE

03456805029
www.communityconnexions.org.uk

VOLUNTEER & VOLUNTARY
CAR SERVICE (SDRR)

A local community transport charity that
brings together volunteers to give
transport to people of all ages who can’t
easily access it, because of physical or
mental reasons, or social or rural isolation.
The door-to-door car service is run by
trained volunteers and journeys cost £1
per mile with a minimum spend of £5,
which is to help cover the volunteer’s fuel
costs. We also offer bus hire starting from
less than £30 an hour with one of our
trained and qualified drivers.
If you would like to volunteer, please
contact Elaine@communityconnexions.or
g.uk or phone on 0345 680 5029.

17 George Street, Stroud, GL5 3DP
01453 767771
transportstroud@gmail.com
This service provides transport for all,
especially the elderly, frail, disabled and
rurally isolated persons in and around the
Stroud area. They provide minibuses and
a voluntary car service. There is a
minimum charge of £5 which includes the
first 3 miles, additional miles are charged
at 50p per mile. Clients pay the driver on
the day of travel. There is also an annual
registration fee if £10 which is added to
the first journey.
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Who’s Who in the Churches
Stroudwater Team Rector

Revd. Steve Harrison

07466858975
rectorstroudwater@gmail.com

Stroudwater Team Vicars

Revd. Liz Palin

tv1stroudwater@gmail.com

Revd. Dave Bishop

tv2stroudwater@gmail.com

St Swithun’s, Leonard Stanley
Churchwardens

Pat Savage
Julia Bogdiuliewicz

Deanery Synod

vacant

Treasurer

John Hale

Flowers

vacant

Organist

John Pennington

School

Leonard Stanley CE
Primary
Andrew Green

823265

Churchwardens

Vanessa Hall
Carolyn Heighway-Bryant

822150
823172

Deanery Synod

Emma Chase

07739380460

Treasurer

Richard Chubb

822827

Flowers

Margaret Fedrick

823224

Organist

John Pennington

School
Headteacher

King’s Stanley CE Primary 822868
Derk van den Broek

Headteacher

822996
828372

822693

St George’s, King’s Stanley

All Saints Selsley
Churchwardens

William Douglas
Marion Charlwood

750558
350669

Deanery Synod

David Groom

Treasurer

William Douglas

Flowers

Jenny Ferrett

Organist

Jenny Baldwin

821350

Social Committee

Marion Charlwood

350669

PCC Secretary

Nigel Baldwin

821350

Baptist Church
King’s Stanley Village Hall

Revd. Robert Draycott

07900238125

St Joseph’s RC Church
Stonehouse

Father Bill

822121

750558
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