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EBLEY BYPASS TEMPORARY SPEED LIMIT:  a 

30mph speed limit comes into effect today,  

Monday, 21st March until June 2023 as part of 

Severn Trent Water’s multimillion pound sewerage 

works which began recently.  Temporary traffic 

lights will be re-introduced at specific times 

throughout the duration of the work when needed. 

 

ALLOTMENTS 

Another reminder that annual payments will be due 

by 25th March (no increase this year). Payments by 

cheque ( payable to Leonard Stanley Welfare Trust) 

or cash, to Ann Connett 7 Church Rd Leonard 

Stanley 07966 468983. 

 

 
MAMMOTH 'SALE OF THE CENTURY UPDATE:  

So pleased to announce that the Nearly New Sale 

held  on 26th February  at St Swithun's Church 

raised circa £1000.  Many thanks to all the people 

who helped in any way before and after and who 

came and bought things, particularly Jan and Julia 

who worked so hard to make this fund raising such 

a success.  Maureen Kerry 

 

 
THE FRIENDSHIP GROUP held on Monday, 14th 

March was well attended as usual, with Maureen 

giving details of the outing in July to St Fagans.  

Members were asked to put their names down to 

register their interest.  More details next month. 

 

So pleased with the response for knitted flowers 

and pompoms which are increasing every month to 

decorate the tree by the Church and many thanks 

to all who are making, contributing wool, or money.  

At this rate, the tree will look amazing for the 

Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Celebrations. 

The speaker for March was Chris Ellis who gave an 

informative talk about his life as an Engineer with 

the Red Arrows.  Everyone enjoyed this interesting 

speaker who talked so eloquently for 45 minutes 

without notes and kept everyone’s interest. 

Pat reminded members that the April meeting will 

consist of an Easter Tea with people contributing 

sandwiches, cakes, etc. and that the Rev. Steve 

Harrison, who lives in Leonard Stanley, will be 

giving a short talk on his previous life in South 

Africa.  There will be the usual raffle, plus a 

competition for the best small vase of spring 

flowers, and “loads of conversation” no doubt! Look 

forward to seeing you on 11th April at 2.15 p.m.   

 

New members are always welcome.  Meetings are 

held on the 2nd Monday afternoon of the month in 

Leonard Stanley Village Hall at 2.15 p.m. 

 

 
LEONARD STANLEY FILM CLUB – 9th APRIL AT 

10.0 AM - VILLAGE HALL 

After coffee at 9.45 a.m., sit down and enjoy 

watching a film about a spirit medium who holds a 

seance for a writer suffering from writers block but 

accidently summons the spirit of his deceased first 

wife.   This in turn leads to a complex love triangle 

with his current wife of 5 years.  Based on a play by 

Noel Coward and starring Judi Dench, Leslie Mann, 

Dan Stevens and others. 

 



LEONARD STANLEY WINE CIRCLE 

Following on from the success of their special Burns 

Night event back in January, L.S.W.C held 

their February meeting at the Village Hall on the 

last Wednesday of the month. 

Ade welcomed everyone ( and it was lovely to see 

even more returning members!) thanking the 

Committee for all their hard work re. Burns Night, 

reminding members that the yearly subscription 

of £25 will be due in March and noting that he will 

e-mail ideas/options for the Summer Outing so 

that people may vote for their favourite. 

Ian Thomas, the Guest Speaker for the evening, 

gave a fascinating illustrated talk on “The History 

of Local Steam Railways”. Due to Covid restrictions, 

this was the first time that Ian had given the 

talk in two years so, again, it was good to feel that 

things are steadily getting back to normal! 

Ian took us on a nostalgic trip down memory lane 

and engaged everyone with stories and 

interesting facts about SteamTrains and the lovely 

local railway lines that had once connected 

villages and towns across Gloucestershire. Sadly, 

many of the tracks and buildings have 

disappeared or been redeveloped due to the 

Beeching Cuts in the 1960s but what incredible 

heritage lines and tourist attractions they would be 

today if they had survived! 

Several members contributed their own stories and 

memories and all were amazed to see just how 

many railway lines and stations our local area once 

had and how they contributed to everyday life. 

Generous platters of food, as always, were brought 

by members and a tasty supper (along with the 

odd glass of wine!) was enjoyed by all. 

Leonard Stanley Wine Circle’s next meeting will be 

on Wednesday, 30th March and will feature 

an illustrated talk on “Wildlife Photography” by 

Peter and Margaret Preece. 

Look forward to seeing everyone there! 

 

 

ENERGY BILLS REBATE: The government has 

announced a package of support known as the 

Energy Bills Rebate to help households with rising 

energy bills, worth £9.1 billion in 2022-23. This 

includes: 

• A £200 discount on their energy bill this 

autumn for domestic electricity customers in 

Great Britain. This will be paid back 

automatically over the next 5 years. 

• A £150 non-repayable rebate for households 

in England in council tax bands A to D, known 

as the Council Tax Rebate.  More than 54,000 

households in the Stroud district will receive 

their Council Tax bills for the year 2022/23 w/c 

14 March. 

• It will not be taken off residents’ council tax bills 

when they are issued but will be a separate 

payment. 

• The rebate is expected to be paid to people 

who pay their Council Tax by direct debit from 

April, after their first payment has been 

collected. It will be paid into the same account 

the payments are taken from.  

• Stroud District Council is urging residents to 

pay Council Tax bills by direct debit  in order to 

receive their £150 Council Tax energy rebate 

more quickly. 

• Anyone who doesn’t currently pay by direct 

debit can sign up by registering for a My SDC 

account – it’s quick and easy to do, and will 

allow you to access council services online, 

including Council Tax, business rates, housing 

benefit and council tax support: 

•  www.stroud.gov.uk/council-tax/my-sdc-

account 

• £144 million of discretionary funding for billing 

authorities to support households who are in 

need but are not eligible for the Council Tax 

Rebate, known as the Discretionary Fund. 

There is more information about the energy rebate 

on the Stroud District Council 

website www.stroud.gov.uk/energyrebate and 

at www.gov.uk/government/news/households-

urged-to-get-ready-for-150-council-tax-rebate 

 

 
 

ENERGY PRICE CAP INCREASE - if you pay your 

energy bills by direct debit, make a note in your 

diary to take meter readings on 31st March ahead 

of the price cap increase on 1st April.  That way 

Money Saving Expert, Martin Lewis, says you’ve 

drawn a line in the sand of what you’ve used before 

the 54% increase. 

 

 


