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EDITOR’S NOTE: there will be no Newsletters in 

August but we’ll be back for our next issue on 6th 

September and looking forward to posting more 

news events from the Village as we come out of the 

lockdown restrictions.  After the scorching weather 

we’ve had this week, even on cooler days, there are 

lots of things going on, so take a look below for 

just a few ideas to GO, SEE & DO.  

 

 
 

For more information, visit 

www.playgloucestershire.org.uk or email 

info@playgloucestershire.org.uk  01452 505548 

 

 

 

 

Leonard Stanley Social Club has re-opened under 

COVID regulations.  The club would like to welcome 

members old and new to join; membership is only 

£2.50 for 18-60 years, over 60’s £1.  

Email: LeonardStanley-socialclub@gmail for more 

information. 

 

Gloucestershire County Council summer holiday 

activities and food programme (HAF): 

Offering 4 weeks of activities and events for 

children eligible for free school meals, called the 

Holiday activities and food,  Make sure children are 

entertained, active, educated, safe and fed between 

Monday 2nd August and Friday 27th August. To 

find out more HAF@stroud.gov.uk or call 01453 

766321 or visit Gloucestershire County Council. 

 

STONEHOUSE WALKFEST IS BACK! 

The popular Walking Festival will take place from 

Friday, 10th to Sunday 19th September this year. 

We have a grant from GCC’s Growing Our 

Communities Fund thanks to ex- County Councillor 

Lesley Williams, and an exciting and varied 

programme of walks to carry forward from the 

Festival we had to cancel due to COVID last year. 

All the walks will be free and will start in 

Stonehouse. Walks will cater for different abilities 

from walks suitable for wheelchairs and pushchairs 

to day walks for the fitter hiker. There will also be 

themed walks, including history walks, tree walks 

and nature walks. 

Look out for our brochures, to be produced soon, 

or go to www.stonehousewalks.co.uk or 

www.facebook.com/Stonehousewalkingfestival 

to find out more. 

 

GATCOMBE PARK FOOD & DRINK FESTIVAL: 

30th July to 1st August – 

https://gatcombefoodfestival.ticketsrv.co.uk/tickets 

 



 

  
HELP BEES & POLLINATORS IN YOUR GARDEN: 

As many gardeners are trying to help our declining 

bee population by planting flowers which are 

attractive to pollinators, one of our readers 

wondered if this letter might be interest.  After 

reading about a natural medication for bees being 

found in the flowers of summer flowering heathers 

called Ling (Calluna Vulgaris)., they wrote to the 

Bumble Bee Conservation Trust and received the 

following reply:  

“Thank you for contacting Bumblebee Conservation 

Trust with your question. This is a fascinating subject 

– yes, you are correct.  A 2019 study by Koch et al. 

found that the nectar of Calluna vulgaris (also 

known as ling heather) contains antimicrobial 

properties that protect against infection by Crithidia 

bombi – a nematode parasite which decreases the 

lifespan of individual bumblebees and their nests. 

For full details of the research paper, please see: 

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0

960982219310875 

There is also a nice article written by the main 

author, on the Kew Gardens website here: 

https://www.kew.org/read-and-watch/medicinal-

heather-nectar-bumblebees 

You can also find a bit more information in the BBC 

news article which was published when the research 

first came out: https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/science-

environment-49977867 

At the moment, I’m not aware of any strong 

evidence that bumblebees actively seek out these 

plants in order to self-medicate in the wild. However, 

there is potential for this to happen as shown in 

experiments from the Chittka lab at Queen Mary 

University London, in 2015. Other studies have found 

that honeybees with gut parasites selectively forage 

on nectar that have anti-microbial properties, so it is 

certainly possible that bumblebees could do the 

same. 

Best wishes, 

Annie Ives 

Information Officer 

01786 594 128 

Our reader suggests that gardeners might think 

about planting Calluna to help the local bees.  In 

their garden the soil is alkaline, so they planted 

them in a trough of acidic ericaceous compost. 

Both plants & compost are available in local garden 

centres. 

For more information on how to help bees in your 

garden, visit www.bumblebeeconservation.org 

 

ON THIS DAY, 26th July 1945:, Clement Attlee 

became Prime Minister, serving from 1945 to 1951, 

and as the Leader of the Labour Party from 1935 to 

1955. 

 
 

He came into office months after the end of World 

War II in Europe after an unexpected landslide 

victory forced Winston Churchill from office. The 

1945 United Kingdom general election was a 

national election held on 5 July 1945, but polling in 

some constituencies was delayed by some days, 

and the counting of votes was delayed until 26 July 

to provide time for overseas votes to be brought to 

Britain. 

His government built the post-war consensus that 

was to be maintained for three decades.  His 

government established the welfare state, created 

the National Health Service and undertook the 

nationalization of major public utilities, accounting 

for 50% of the British economy. He also oversaw 

the independence of Burma and Sri Lanka, and the 

partition of India in 1947. He also sent British 

troops to fight in the Korean War. 

He is widely regarded as one of the greatest British 

Prime Ministers, laying the foundations for much of 

the modern British state and political environment. 

Born: January 3, 1883 in Putney, Surrey. 

Died: October 8, 1967 (aged 84) due to pneumonia. 


