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… and so we come to June, the midsummer month.  

In the Roman calendar, this is the month of Juno, 

goddess of youthful energy, rejuvenation and the 

waxing moon.  After a miserable May, here’s 

hoping June brings summer and sunshine. 

 

LEONARD STANLEY SOCIAL CLUB AGM: will be 

held at the Club on Wednesday, 2nd June at 7.30 

p.m. 

 

 
CONGRATULATIONS AND WELCOME TO THE 

WORLD: Annie Elizabeth Cook who was born 

at 17.24 on Sunday, 23rd May weighing in at 9lbs 

4.5 oz.  Daughter to proud parents, Kate and James. 

 

WHAT’S ON: 

Stratford Park Lido reopens 29th May for public 

use from 1pm to 7pm daily.  Social distancing will 

be in place and areas of the Lido will be cleaned in 

between sessions – it will close from 3.05pm to 

4.10pm to allow this.  Book sessions at 

www.everyoneactive.com/centre/stratford-park-

leisure-centre/ 

 

Join The Great British Spring Clean: 28th May to 

13th June - To register interest as an individual or 

group, contact publicspace@stroud.gov.uk.  For 

further info and how you can get involved, visit 

www.keepbritaintidy.org 

 

 

 
 

Have you seen the colourful kingfisher sculpture 

in Stonehouse?  

It’s part of the Cotswolds Kingfisher Trail, a 

fantastic arts trail of 21 amazing kingfisher 

sculptures decorated by some of our most talented 

local artists for public display in and around the 

Cotswolds National Landscape from 31 May to 

early October 2021.  At the end of the project the 

sculptures  will be auctioned to raise funds for vital 

conservation work of the Cotswolds National 

Landscape. https://www.kingfishertrail.org/artists 

 

Sudeley Castle & Gardens Elephant Family: on 

now until 6th June. 

 
Over 30 enormous, life-sized elephant sculptures 

form a trail through Sudeley’s gardens promising a 

poignant and fresh air-filled day out for families 

and conservationists alike.  Sudeley visitors and 

members will be among the first in the UK to see 

the awe-inspiring sculptures before they assemble 

to form a 100-strong herd in London’s royal parks 

this summer, then migrating to the USA and 

beyond on their global mission. 

All tickets must be pre-booked online.  

https://sudeleycastle.co.uk/events/elephant-family-

at-sudeley-castle 

O my Luve is like a red red rose 

That’s newly sprung in June; 

O my Luve is like the melody 

That’s sweetly played in tune. ..” 

 

(A Red, Red Rose: Robert Burns 1794) 



 

 

ON THIS DAY: 31st May 2009:  

 
The last living survivor of the Titanic, Millvina Dean, 

died at the age of 97 in Southampton after 

catching pneumonia.  As a two-month-old baby, 

she was the youngest passenger on board the giant 

liner when it sank on its maiden voyage with the 

loss of more than 1,500 lives. 

Millvina, her mother, and brother were placed in 

lifeboat 10 and were among the first off the liner of 

the 706 passengers and crew who escaped. 

Her father, however, remained aboard and was 

among those who drowned when the giant ship 

finally went down in the early hours of 15 April 

1912. 

 

VILLAGE VOICES: BETTY PULLIN 

Every now and then we will focus on a resident in 

the village.  Our first “Village Voice” is Betty Pullin 

who used to farm at Priory Farm. 

 

Where were you born? 

I was born in Selsley in 1927 and lived at Redhill 

Farm.  In 1935 we moved to Stanley Park 

Farm.  I loved the church and the stained-glass 

windows. 

 

When did you get married? 

I got married in 1953 to John Pullin.  We knew each 

other as children.  Our first home was a 

tenant farm in Newent.  We were farming there 

from 1953 to 1974 and I loved it. We had a lot 

of friends there.  After a few years of tenancy, we 

bought the farm.  Even now from 1953 the 

bloodline of cows is still going strong at Priory 

Farm in Leonard Stanley. 

 

What was Leonard Stanley like when you first moved 

here? 

In 1974 we returned to the Pullin family farm.  The 

village was very small and very supportive.  We had 

a post office, bakers, hairdressers, butchers, two 

grocery stores, pubs, a watch mender and a school 

(now the village hall). 

There were several regular delivery vans.  Groceries, 

fish laundry and a milkman so there was very little 

need to leave the village for provisions. 

 

All the children played in the streets as there was 

very little traffic.  Occasionally there would 

be a horse drawn vehicle or pony trap and buses. 

The triangle by the church was open grassland and 

cricket was played regularly. 

The farmers would walk their cows through the 

village every day for milking. 

I also remember an orphanage near Ebley Mill. 

 

A day out involved catching a bus to Lower 

Framilode  and getting a man to paddle us 

across the River Severn to Rodley Cliffs.  It was our 

local seaside.  When the tide was right he 

would come back and collect us. 

 

What is your favourite part of the village? 

The church is my anchor. I have always been 

involved with the church.  I was a side warden, 

a member of the PCC and a flower arranger for 

many years.  I also do the Calligraphy writing 

in the church. 

The church originally had “ horsebox “ seating 

where you were closed in.  In the early 1920s 

these were replaced with chairs and a second set in 

the 1980s which were much more comfortable. 

I also love the cemetery.  It is a cheerful open space 

which I find ethereal.  I love it as it supports 

everybody in times of need. 

 

How has Leonard Stanley changed? 

There is a smaller variety of wildlife. There are less 

hares, skylarks, curlews, lapwings and kingfishers. 

We used to see red squirrels here but we don’t 

anymore. 

There are a lot more dogs and traffic. 

 

What do you do in your spare time? 

I’m always short of time.  I was a Foundation 

Governor for Leonard Stanley school for 30 

years and was Vice President and President of the 

West Midland British Holstein Cattle Breeders Club. 

I have been actively involved in the church and 

village events . 

 

I spend as much time as possible with my family 

who live in the village and am relishing watching all 

my great-grandchildren grow and progress. 


