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Minutes of the Leonard Stanley Parish Council Meeting held on Tuesday 4th September 2018 
at 7.30 pm in the Village Hall.   
 
Present: - Councillors R Bayliss (Chairman), C Connett, G Davies, S Davies, P Herbert and    
J Wace. 
 
Also Present: - County Cllr Loraine Patrick, District Cllr Nigel Studdert-Kennedy, Martin 
Hutchings and approximately 60 Members of the Public. 
 
Presentation: by Martin Hutchings – Gloucestershire Rural Communities Council ‘GRCC’ 
Rural Housing Enabler on a proposed Housing Needs Survey commissioned by the 
developers Terra Strategic. 
 
The Chairman Cllr Rob Bayliss introduced Martin Hutchings and requested that he first give 
his presentation followed by a question and answer session. 
 
Summary of the presentation by Martin Hutchings:- 

• His job is to advise local communities. 

• He has been invited by Terra Strategic to conduct a Housing Needs Survey in Leonard 
Stanley. 

• There are 262 rural parishes within Gloucestershire. 

• GRCC are respected by local authorities such as Stroud District Council and that is why 
they have been approached to carry out this survey. 

• A copy of the survey will be sent in the post to every household in the Parish at the end 
of September. 

• A request to respond within 2 weeks will be given. 

• A copy of the subsequent report will be sent to Leonard Stanley Parish Council and 
Stroud District Council. 

 
Summary of Questions/Answers: 
 
Q1. It is obvious that GRCC are being used by Terra Strategic to strengthen their case to 
build houses outside the Settlement Boundary.  Several sites associated with Terra Strategic 
have been identified in the Strategic Housing of Land Availability Assessment (SHLAA). One 
of these sites was subject to a planning application which was refused by both Stroud District 
Council and then at appeal by the Planning Inspectorate.  Furthermore, GRCC is funded by 
Local Authorities and by accepting this commission you could be effectively undermining the 
democratically approved Local Plan. Plus bearing in mind GRCCs *Mission Statement - Is this 
not a blatant Conflict of Interest for GRCC? 
 
*Our mission, “to enrich the lives of people living in Gloucestershire by supporting them through change and 
enabling them to determine, shape and develop their own communities”, is at the heart of everything we do – 
ensuring that we remain a neutral source of expert knowledge and a useful link between communities and the 
agencies involved in community life. 

 
 



A. If GRCC don’t carry out this survey then Terra Strategic are likely to commission a 
private firm (which may be less accurate). 
 
Q2. How many Parishes have Terra Strategic asked GRCC to carry out Housing Needs 
Surveys in? 
 
A. Two – Leonard Stanley and another in Tewkesbury.  
 
Q3. What have Terra Strategic told you that they want the information for? 
 
A. They haven’t told me anything. 
 
Q4. Isn’t Stroud District Council’s Local Plan meant to identify a Districts Housing Needs? 
 
A. It won’t identify individual parishes’ requirements. 
 
Q5. The Local Plan does have a Tier System in which Leonard Stanley needs are 
addressed. 
 
A. The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) is pushing for more development. 
 
Q6. How many reports of this nature have been carried out for developers by GRCC? 
 
A. About 90% of Housing Needs Surveys carried out by GRCC are on behalf of Parish 
Councils and about 10% for developers. 
 
Q7. What made you agree to this one? 
 
A. The Affordable Housing Officer at Stroud District Council put Terra Strategic in touch 
with GRCC. 
 
Q8. What percentage of survey responses is required to legitimise their findings? 
 
A. Obviously GRCC would like a good number returned but we have had amounts from 
17% to 55%. 
 
(These figures were challenged). 
 
Q9. If we complete this proposed survey – could the information be used against us? 
 
A. No response given. 
 
Q10. Given that GRCC come across as an authoritative organisation – will residents feel 
obliged to fill these in. 
 
A. GRCC will make it clear that there is no obligation to complete the survey. 
 
Q11. Do the questions change depending on what organisation commissions the survey? 
 
A. No. 
 
Further Comments:- 
 
GRCC may have been naïve to the situation in Leonard Stanley to begin with; but it must now 
know that the village (made up of approx. 630 houses in 2015) has grown/continues to grow 



with ongoing development of over 200 houses. Carrying out this survey can only damage the 
reputation of GRCC (at least within this village). 
 
The Chairman asked both the Councillors and the Members of the Public whether they 
thought that this survey was wanted or required. 
An overwhelming show of hands indicated that there was no need or desire for a 
Housing Needs Survey to be carried out in Leonard Stanley. 
 
The Chairman then asked that Martin feed back to the CEO and Chairman of GRCC the 
strong body of opinion from the residents of Leonard Stanley and respond accordingly. 
 
 
Public Time: 
 
Linda Lloyd raised the issue of parking outside the school and cited a number of examples of 
the difficulties this causes.  The Chairman stated that the Council fully acknowledged that 
there are issues with parking but solutions have so far proved elusive. He asked what Mrs 
Lloyd would like to see done, to which she replied that she would like to see the Zig Zag lines 
extended to include the area where the bus stops. 
 

The Chairman asked the Clerk to give further details as she has already been corresponding 
with Mrs Lloyd. 
 
The Clerk reiterated that the Council acknowledged that there were issues with regards 
parking outside the school especially at pick up time but these issues were are similar to most 
schools.  The Parish Council have been working with the School and have agreed that parents 
can park in the Pavilion Car Park for drop off and pick-ups and the school advertise this to 
parents in their newsletters and website.  The Parish Council also work with the Community 
Police and Neighbourhood Warden to educate the parents on the risks of parking 
inconsiderately. 
 
The issue of extending the Zig Zag lines can be raised when the Council next meet with the 
Highways representative, although the cost of implementing this would likely be prohibitive as 
a Traffic Regulation Order would be required. The first step though would be to conduct a 
public survey (including the parents at the school) as to whether there is sufficient support for 
the initiative.  
 
 
 
(The meeting officially got underway at 8.30pm – with 4 Members of the Public remaining). 
 
 
 
81/18.  Apologies for absence:. Apologies were accepted from Cllrs Jan Bogdiukiewicz, 
Stuart Craddock and Steve Lydon. 
 
82/18.  Declarations of Interest in Agenda Items  
 
Cllr Phil Herbert Declared an Interest in Agenda Item 86/18.  
 
83/18.  To approve the minutes from the Parish Council meeting held on Tuesday 3rd 
July 2018 
 
The minutes were approved and signed as a true record. 
 
 



84/18.  To receive an update / reports from the County and District Councillors 
 
District Cllr Nigel Studdert-Kennedy reported on the following:- 
 

• Planning Application S.18/1010/FUL Land Adjoining 14 and 15 Brimley – this 
application was approved by the SDC Development Control Committee. 

• The Local Plan is currently being reviewed and needs to be updated by 2020.  A 
substantial amount of extra dwellings are required to be added to the plan. 

 
County Cllr Loraine Patrick reported on the following:- 
 

• A meeting regarding the A419 and junction 13 for the M5, will be held in Stonehouse 
Town Council later this month, to which Leonard Stanley Parish Council are invited. 

• Bus Route difficulties with parked cars – has carried out a week day exercise which 
found no issues but will follow up with another exercise at one weekend. 

• Is arranging a Play Rangers event for Leonard Stanley. 
 
 
85/18. To receive an update from the Clerk:- 
 
i) Bus Shelter – outside the school in Bath Road.  Highways have not objected but stated 
that the bus stop may need to be moved a few feet toward Mankley Road so as to give a 
clearer space opposite the Brimley junction.  A site meeting is being arranged with a supply 
company recommended by Highways (however the costs exceed that previously estimated). 
 
Cllr Sue Davies requested an agenda item is added to a future Parish Council meeting to 
discuss the option of erecting further bus shelters within the village. 
 
ii)   Works to the War Memorial – A request for a grant from the War Memorial Trust to 
carry out the *agreed works has been refused.  Arrangements for the works will now be 
carried out early next year so as to ensure that no disruption is caused to the 
commemorations of the 100 anniversary of WW1.  A grant request will then be applied for 
from the County Council via our County Councillor Loraine Patrick (who has already indicated 
her support of the scheme). 
 
* Works to provide protection for the green around the Memorial from vehicle damage. 

 
iii) Phase One of the Playing Field Project – The new fencing along The Street has been 
completed.  The dead trees by the Tennis Courts have now been removed by Western Power 
so the gaps in the fencing in Bath Road can now be filled in and the area by the Tennis Courts 
made good.  The picnic area is to be rolled again and then benches will be secured.  
 
 
86/18.  To approve the ‘Project Variation’ for Phase One of the Village Hall Project 
(increase in amount requested from the S.106 funding). 
 
The Members were sent a full briefing prior to the meeting; which included the new quotations 
and they had also been given information regarding the option of adding in a contingency 
fund.  The preferred contractor was selected by the Village Hall Management Committee and 
a time table for the works has been agreed (subject to confirmation of the approval of the 
Project Variation application). 
 
The Members unanimously agreed to approve a ‘Project Variation’ (to the original application 
for S.106 funding) for Phase One of the Village Hall Project including a contingency fund of 
£3000.  The total funding for this application will now be for £44650, including the contingency.   
(Note only actual expenditure will be claimed for). 



 
 
87/18.  To approve the application for S.106 funding for Phase Two of the Playing Field 
Project; to refurbish the Tennis Courts. 
 
The Chairman sent a comprehensive briefing including full details of the works and quotations; 
to all the Members in advance of the meeting.   
 
The Members thanked the Chairman for the work undertaken and the detailed report which 
enabled them to make an informed decision.   
 
The Members unanimously agreed to the Chairman’s recommendations for work to be carried 
out based on the options offered by the preferred contractor, Grimshaw Group, to accept the 
quotation from the preferred contractor and to build in a contingency fund of £3000. 
(Note only actual expenditure will be claimed for). 

 
The Members unanimously agreed to approve the application for S.106 funding for Phase Two 
of the Playing Field Project; to refurbish the Tennis Courts.   
 
 
88/18.  Financial Issues  
i)  To authorise payments in accordance with the RFO Report 
 
Summary of expenditure for August and September 2018:- 

Description Total Paid Out 
Administration & Insurance £2390.48 

 

Playing Fields £ 996.50 
Village Maintenance £ 640.00 
S.106 Projects £1842.60 
Total Payments £5869.58 
The Council has the power to spend under the ‘General Power of Competence.’   
 
The Council approved the accounts for payment. 
 
 
89/18.  Planning 
 
i)   To consider plans received  

S.18/1776/FUL Land at Gypsy Lane                                                                          
Erection of Sheep Building.                                                                                        

The Council agreed to comment on this application; that if these proposals are approved then 
they would like a condition added that the building must remain as agricultural in perpetuity.  

S.18/1761/FUL Unit 4 Downton Farm, Stanley Downton 
Conversion of Unit 4 to a residential dwelling, including internal and external alterations and a 
new detached garage (revised scheme to previous approval for conversion to a dwelling). 

The Council agreed to support this application. 

 
 



ii)  To receive a progress report from the Clerk on applications already responded to:- 
 
S.18/1485/LBC & S.18/1484/HHOLD Church Villa, The Street.  
Construction of new single storey and double storey extension.    Permission 
 
S.18/1069/FUL  17 BRIMLEY 
Alterations & extension to enable the change of use from residential to an assisted living care 
home for adults.          Permission 
 
S.18/1010/FUL LAND ADJOINING 14 AND 15 BRIMLEY. 
Single storey residential dwelling with associated vehicle parking and landscaping.                                   
            Permission 
 
S.18/1009/FUL LAND ADJOINING 40 AND 41 BRIMLEY 
Erection of 3 no. single storey residential dwellings, with associated vehicle parking and 
landscaping.           Pending 
 
 
iii) To discuss a response or action to be taken as a result of the presentation by 
Martin Hutchings. 
 
The Council agreed to await a response from the CEO of Gloucestershire Rural Communities 
Council with a deadline of five working days from the date of the meeting and authorised the 
Chairman and Clerk to respond as necessary prior to the next meeting. 
 
 
90/18. Correspondence –  
 

• Stroud District Council are conducting a Community Governance Review. 

• Gloucestershire County Council is holding a drop in session for Councillors - on their 
proposals for improvements to the A419. 

• Notification that an area outside Chapel House in The Street will be closed between 1st 
and 3rd October 2018.  

• Report from PCSO Liz Ward. 
 
 
 
91/18.  To receive reports from representatives on Other Bodies. 
 
Cllr John Wace updated the Members on the Stroud District Cycling Forum meeting he 
attended.  Their main aims are to provide a fast track cycling path from Stroud to Chalford to 
enable commuter cyclists to get off the roads.  A fun run between Stroud and Chalford has 
taken place and a further one is proposed to promote these initiatives. 
 
Cllr John Wace sought feedback from the Members on whether there was a need for further 
signage to the cycle paths from Leonard Stanley or a requirement for a cycle rack.  The 
Members commented that neither are required.  
 
92/18.  Councillors Submissions  
 
Street Lights in Dozule Close – it was reported that several lights are still not working and one 
is on permanently.  A further report was then made that a street light is on permanently in 
Church Road                               CLERK/LP 
 



Mankley Field – (Bath Road end) – further reports of early starts and radio noise have been 
received and although reported to the Enforcement Officer at Stroud District Council no action 
has been taken. 
 
 
There being no further business the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 9.45 pm 
 
The next meeting of the Parish Council is to be held in the Village Hall on Tuesday 2nd October 
2018 at 7.30pm. 
 
 
 


