
Leonard Stanley Annual Parish Meeting     3 May 2022 

 

Parish Council Chairman’s Report 

 

 

1. Council 

 

• The local council elections in May 2021 saw a full complement of 9 councillors elected with 

Kate Aldridge and Rebecca Mason as new joiners (the latter being the first representative 

from Saxon Gate) and 7 councillors re-elected.  

 

• Sue Davies decided not to stand again at the election and my sincere thanks go to Sue for 

her many years of loyal service to the council. 

 

• In-person Parish Council meetings resumed as a result of government legislation allowing all 

local councils at every level to hold remote meetings not being extended. This move was 

fiercely contested by councils across the country, not least because taxpayers had to pay for 

the hire of premises so that the larger councils could meet in COVID-secure environments. 

Although remote meetings had worked well (particularly for Leonard Stanley Parish Council) 

the minister responsible for the legislation could not be swayed and stayed at home in 

Somerset.  

 

 

2. Finances 

 

• The council has again been careful with its cost control and normal expenditure remained 

within budget. 

 

• Significant additional funds were received from central government (via Stroud District 

Council) for COVID support enabling the council to make substantial grants available to a 

range of organisations, primarily to compensate them for a reduction in their income. These 

were: 

o Brownies 

o Scouts 

o Explorers 

o Village Hall 

o Church 

o School (swimming pool and play equipment appeals) 

o Senior Football Club 

o Youth Football Club  

 

• As usual, grants were also made available from normal budgeted funds. These were: 

o Toddler Group 

o Citizens Advice 

o Church (churchyard grass cutting) 

o All Pulling Together 

o Friendship Group 

o Film Club 

o Play Rangers 

o Cotswold Wardens 



• For the second year running the council funded the provision of Christmas food hampers for 

vulnerable or needy families in the village and our Clerk once again did all the work. 

 

• The Council Tax Precept for the year 2021-2022 was fixed in order to result in a zero increase 

in the tax payable by individual households at the benchmark Band D for the Parish portion 

of the overall tax bill.  

 

• For the present year 2022-2023 the precept has been increased by £285 resulting in an 

increase in the tax payable by individual households at the benchmark Band D of 44 pence 

per year.   

 

 

3. Community projects 

 

• Pavilion upgrade – this project has been revived following the COVID hiatus and substantial 

progress has now been made by the project team, despite a considerable number of issues 

with designs, regulations and costings. We are now at the point of submitting our planning 

application to Stroud District Council and hope to appoint a main contractor for the works 

later this year. As Chair of the Pavilion Project Team I would like to thank the other members 

of the team, Councillor Phil Herbert, Andy Roberts - Chair of the Senior Football Club and 

Dean Ackland - Chair of the Youth Football Club for their help and commitment. 

 

• Footpaths – the council has committed to funding a substantial number of improvements to 

footpaths in the area, including a significant number of new kissing gates. The work will be 

carried out by the Cotswold Wardens. 

 

• Benches – three new and replacement benches have been installed on the playing field. 

 

• Oak trees – two saplings donated to the village as part of the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee are 

to be planted in suitable locations and cared for by Cllr. Kate Aldridge as “tree guardian” ( a 

condition of the donation). 

 

 

4. Other specific activities carried out by Council members and the Clerk 

 

• Maintaining the Council’s website to provide regular information for residents 

• Consideration of planning applications 

• Regular liaison with Gloucestershire Highways on road and related issues 

• Regular liaison with Stroud District Council Neighbourhood Wardens 

• Liaison with the local Police Community Support Officer 

• Significant input to the revision to the District Local Plan 

• Participation in training events organised by the Gloucestershire Association of Parish and 

Town Councils (GAPTC), Stroud District Council and other specialist organisations 

• Attendance at meetings and events with other organisations including:  

− Stroud District Council town and parish council liaison sessions 

− Village Hall Management Committee 

− Leonard Stanley Football Club 

− Stroud Parishes Cycling Promotion Group 

− GAPTC Annual General Meeting 

  



5. Recognition 

 

Special mention must be made of the award in the Queen’s New Years Honours 2022 of the 

British Empire Medal to our member of staff Irena Litton, the Parish Clerk, for services to the 

community of Leonard Stanley during the COVID crisis. Irena took on the task of organising a 

team of volunteers to provide support for vulnerable people, producing leaflets giving 

information about the help available, creating hampers and food packages for those in need, 

organising “pizza parties” for children and their families during the school holidays, collecting 

shopping, walking dogs and providing transport to hospitals and doctors. A wonderful example 

of community spirit in action and our congratulations go to Irena on her well-deserved award. 

 

 

6. Thanks 

 

• All our “COVID volunteers” 

• Our District Councillors Steve Lydon (now stepped down), Stephen Hinds and Nigel Studdert-

Kennedy and our County Councillors Loraine Patrick (now stepped down) and Wendy 

Thomas for their great support  

• Our Parish Councillors for their time and effort, given for no financial remuneration 

• All our clubs, societies, organisations and individuals who make the village a vibrant, 

inclusive and thoroughly pleasant place in which to live 

 

 

 


